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the field with wonder and admiration ; and the soldiers broke out into fierce denunciation when it was proposed to revoke his commission.
Soon after the retirement of the Presbyterian generals from the Army had been accomplished the Self-Denying Ordinance was forgotten, and the Independent officers in the Army were elected to Parliament to fill vacancies, among them being Sir Oliver and Sir Samuel Luke, Henry Ircton, Thomas Rains-borough, Algernon Sidney, Richard Ingoldsby, Edmund Ltul-low, and Charles Fleetwootl.1 The political and strategic purpose of this measure is therefore plain; but it opened the way to a reform in the personnel of the Army which was much needed.
The ordinance for the "New Model" of the Army quickly followed the Self-Denying Ordinance. This provided for recruiting the .Parliamentary Army to 2 i,0cx> men, Sir Thomas Fairfax being General. Fairfax was a man of humane nature, and esteemed for his bravery. At the time of his eh* vat ion to the chief command, he was only thirty-four years of age, and as he had a narrow understanding of all affairs other than those of war, it was natural that, he should lean on Cromwell and imbibe some part of the religious zeal and personal enthusiasm of that masterful man. And to the end of his military service, Fairfax, nominally the General, was really a trusting; follower of Cromwell in all the important, measures of the war. A noticeable thing in the commission of Fairfax was the omission of those instructions which the Parliament had formerly given to Essex for the care of the King's person.
The ordinance for the New Model gave to Fairfax and Cromwell, and to their adherents in Parliament, an opportunity to reconstruct the Army in a manner that gave the chief official places to Independents. The Covenant, never regarded by them as more than a political expedient to gain the Scottish Army, was now practically suspended. The new recruits were not required to subscribe it. The efficiency of the military
1 Walker's History <>/